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An Introduction

Congratulations to this year's Spud Scholars! This year

MOORHEAD LEGACY marks 35 years since the start of our thriving
EDUCATION FOUNDATION scholarship program in Moorhead.
2025-2026 Directors The Moorhead Legacy Education Foundation (MLEF)
Board of Directors, representatives, and staff are
Chair, Katherine Halvorson honored to serve on this foundation which has a
Vice Chair, Julie Wilson, Class of 2001 unique relationship with Moorhead Area Public
Secretary, Jana Kasper * Schools. Our dedication to the mission and vision of
Treasurer, Chad Hansen the foundation remains at the forefront as we strive to
Stephen Astrup, Class of 2004 enhance the educational experience of all students in
Tina Christenson + the district.

Chuck Fisher *
Angie Homuth, Class of 1989
Mike McFeely

The students who receive a Spud Scholarship will wear
an orange cord at their graduation ceremony. A
] special thank you to the students who worked hard to
Monica Peterson + earn these scholarships, and to the MHS Counselors
Brett Rathbone for organizing the annual Awards Night. In 2026, MLEF
Mark "Lem’ Rice, Class of 1982 will award 80 scholarships totalling $117,685.00 thanks

*Retired MAPS Teacher to our donors.
+Current MAPS Teacher
Thank you for making an impact on today’s, and

tomorrow’s, Spud Community. At MLEF, building on
our mission to support Moorhead Schools and
Superintendent Brandon Lunak, students is at the heart of what we do: The Spud
District Representative community we serve inspires us every day.

Cassidy Bjorklund, Class of 1997
School Board Representative

Non-voting Membership

MLEF Staff . . .
Janelle Leiseth, Executive Director

Janelle Leiseth, Executive Director

MLEF’s History & Programs

MLEF is a merged entity between Moorhead Schools Legacy Foundation and Moorhead
Area Education Foundation. Together as MLEF, we strive to impact past, present and future
students of the district.
¢ Since 199], the Spud Scholars program has awarded over $2 Million to 2,200 Moorhead
High graduates. The original endowment goal of $1.52M was reached in 2024.
o Scholarships are largely funded by our endowments held at ChoiceWealth LPL.
o Other scholarship funding is made possible by our annual Phonathon and pass-
through donations from area businesses and orgs.
e Each fall, Spud Impact Grants are awarded to MAPS staff, totaling $3,000 to $13,000.
o Impact grants are funded by general operating funds and an endowment held at FM
Area Foundation.
e Our Food For Thought program provides snacks and milk for elementary students in
need of assistance.
o The food assistance program is funded by Impact dollars from designated gifts and
general funds, and when awarded community, state or federal grants.



The history of the Spud Scholars program started with
community members who saw a need within our schools.
The Moorhead Area Education Foundation (now MLEF)
initially began as a Dollars for Scholars committee and
Board of Trustees who were shepherded by the late Lloyd
Paulson. Lloyd served as the first President of the
foundation, served as Finance Committee Chair, and was
their chief fundraiser. Lloyd, and his wife Beverly, are
charter donors to Moorhead’s scholarship program. Their
endowment has provided scholarships to graduating
students of Moorhead since 1991.

Lloyd and Beverly Paulson Scholarship

Lloyd and Beverly Paulson endowed an annual scholarship for a graduating Moorhead High
School senior. This merit-based scholarship is awarded to a student who will attend school
within 150 miles of Moorhead, Minnesota. Lloyd was a Partner-Manager of Scheels Hardware
and All Sports for 28 years. After retiring, Lloyd volunteered his time with many community
organizations.

Beverly was an organizer of the Swedish Cultural Society of the Red River Valley and was
President of the Scandinavian Festival for 25 years. She served on the Board of Directors of
the Heritage Education Commission at MSUM for 31 years, teaching adult education classes in
Swedish and Scandinavian genealogy. Beverly also served on the Moorhead Charter
Commission, rewriting the city charter. Lloyd and Beverly were tireless supporters of young
people in their ambition to gain an education.

Lloyd Paulson Vocational Scholarship

The Lloyd Paulson Vocational Scholarship was established in 2013 to assist a graduate
planning to attend a vocational post-secondary program. Lloyd had a particular interest in
encouraging students who have chosen a two-year or technical college degree program,
whether it is for M-State in Moorhead or another institution in the area.

Beverly Paulson Memorial Scholarship

Lloyd Paulson endowed a scholarship in memory of his wife, Beverly. This merit-based
scholarship is awarded to a student who will attend Moorhead State University - Moorhead.

Scheels Foundation — Bev Paulson Memorial Scholarship

The Scheels Foundation has endowed a scholarship in memory of Beverly Paulson who
passed away in the spring of 2009. Beverly’s husband, Lloyd, was a Partner-Manager of
Scheels Hardware and All Sports for 28 years. The scholarship is for a student planning to
attend Minnesota State University Moorhead.

Scheels Hardware and Sports Scholarships (3)
Scheels Hardware and sports has endowed three scholarships for graduating Moorhead High
Seniors. These students are awarded to students excelling in academics and sports, who are
planning to pursue a post-secondary education in the field of business.

Barbara Arneson Bielfeldt Memorial Scholarship, and

Robert Bielfeldt Memorial Scholarship
Jack and Sue Arneson have endowed two scholarships in memory of Barbara Arneson
Bielfeldt and Robert Bielfeldt. These scholarships are awarded to Moorhead High School
graduating seniors based on merit.

The following pages highlight our named scholarships held at o1.

@ MLEF is happy to discuss endowment options with donors.
= ChoiceWealth LPL.



Roger Pitsenbarger grew up and graduated from Moorhead High School in
1939. He participated in band, orchestra, football, basketball and baseball.
Roger married Elsie Ryan of Fargo following graduation from North Dakota
State University, and they moved to Moorhead following Roger’s graduation
from the University of North Dakota Law School in 1947. Roger started
Transport, Inc, a bulk petroleum carrier, which operated in Minnesota,
Wisconsin, North Dakota, and South Dakota. He also owned Kordel, Inc., which
operates several Slumberland franchises in Minnesota.

Roger and Elsie were the first to set up a family Charitable Lead Trust to benefit the Spud Scholars
program. Through the stewardship of the trust funds and endowment, these scholarships will be
awarded in perpetuity. Roger was inducted into the Moorhead High School Hall of Honor shortly
before his death in December of 2004.

Roger O. and Elsie M. Pitsenbarger Family Premium and Merit Scholarships (4)
Roger O. and Elsie M. Pitsenbarger Family Scholarships (4)

These scholarships were established in April 2005, and are awarded annually to graduating
Moorhead seniors and alumni furthering their education at post-secondary schools. Roger
and Elsie were strong supporters of Moorhead and were major contributors to the Moorhead
High School football stadium fund and the high school’'s theater sound system.

Roger O. Pitsenbarger Memorial Scholarships (2)

This scholarship was established in April 2005 by Roger's wife, Elsie Pitsenbarger. Two
scholarships will be awarded each year to graduating Moorhead High School seniors.

Nicole Anne Blilie Memorial Scholarship

This endowed scholarship was established in 2008 in memory of Nicole who was a student at
Moorhead High School. She earned her academic letter as a junior. Her favorite subjects were
math and science. She played the flute and was active in Key Club. In August before her
senior year, Nicole developed a very aggressive form of adult Lymphoma; she died four
months later, just before Christmas. She graduated posthumously with her classmates of
2008. Nicole had a very special place in her heart for small children and was anticipating a
career in nursing. It is with this in mind that her scholarship is presented to someone
interested in the medical or nursing field. We were proud to be able to present the first
scholarship to a member of her own class in 2008.

Loren Buslee Memorial Scholarship

In 1993, a scholarship was endowed in memory of Loren Buslee, former band director at
Moorhead High School. This endowment was made possible by Eunice Pitmon, orchestra
teacher employed by Moorhead Schools. This scholarship is awarded to a student pursuing a
career in music or teaching and demonstrating merit.

Marlene Deist Memorial Scholarship

In September 2005, Moorhead High School lost a valued special education teacher, Marlene
Deist. Her legacy of work with special education students lives on through a memorial
scholarship given by her husband, Wayne, and children Sara (Gideon) Stanley and Ben
(Nancy) Deist. Marlene taught for 28 years, always pushing her students to do their best. The
scholarship is a fitting tribute to her dedication to her students, and is designated for a
graduate planning a career in special education.

Vogel Law Firm Scholarship

Vogel Law Firm (previously Gunhus, Grinnell, Klinger, Swenson & Guy, Ltd.) of Moorhead set up
an endowed scholarship in 1991. The scholarship goes to a deserving Moorhead High School
Senior who will be pursuing higher education at a post-secondary institution.

MLEF’'s mission is to support and
02. enhance educational experiences
MOORHEAD LEGACY
for all Moorhead Spuds. Tovcimon romamon



























